
Let’s get connected to the internet
1) Go to your Wifi settings

2) Select UCM CatNet

3) Use UC Merced Credentials



School of Natural Sciences
Applied Mathematical Sciences

Biological Sciences

Chemical Sciences

Earth Systems Science

Physics

If you have not declared any of the following 
majors above, please come up to the front!!



Follow us on Social Media!

NS Advising

@nsadvising

@nsadvising

CalTeach UC Merced

@ucm_calteach

@ucmerced_calteach



School of Natural 
Sciences
NEW TRANSFER ORIENTATION FALL 2017



Orientation Learning Outcomes
Understand our Advising Services

Plan for your degree

Prepare for Academic Success

Identify resources for professional development 



Outline
Introduction to School of Natural Sciences

Majors and Minors

Degree Requirements

School of Natural Sciences Policies

Advising Services

Academic Success

Professional Development



Erica Robbins
Director of Student 

Services & Pre-Health 
Advisor 

School of Natural Sciences

Maricela 
Melendrez

Academic Advisor-
BIO (M-Z)

Sierra Long
Academic Advisor-

BIO (A-L)

Jenn Souza
Academic Advisor-

CHEM, MATH, ESS, & 
PHYS, UNS &          

Pre-Health Advisor

Destyni Murray
Academic Advising 

Support

Teri Sotelo-
Campos

EXCEL! Student 
Support Specialist



Sample plans available at http://ns-advising.ucmerced.edu

Majors
Applied Mathematical Sciences

Biological Sciences

Minors
Applied Mathematics

Chemical Sciences

Chemical Sciences

Physics

Natural Sciences Education with Teaching Credential

Environmental Science & Sustainability   

Earth Systems Science

Physics

http://ns-advising.ucmerced.edu/


Four-year graduation plans are available for all 
majors; make sure to select Catalog Year Fall 2017

*MyDegreePath does not provide graduation plans 
for Transfer students. Transfer students will meet 
with their major advisor during Fall semester to 
discuss two-year graduation plans



University Catalog: 
catalog.ucmerced.edu 

Search 
Degrees, 
Courses, 

and 
Policies

Degree Requirements



Degree 
Requirements 

UC Merced 
Requirements

School of Natural 
Sciences Requirements

Major Requirements

Emphasis Requirements

• Biology 
• Statistics 
• Computer Science 

• Chemistry
• Calculus
• Physics

• WRI 001 (ELWR)
• WRI 010 
• American History & Institutions 
• CORE 001 

• LD Arts & Humanities Elective
• LD Social Sciences Elective
• UD Course with Writing Emphasis
• UD SSHA Elective



Prerequisites 
C- or better 

Major course 
requirements 
C- or better

Courses must 
be repeated 
if minimum 
grade is not 

earned

2.0 GPA in all 
major course 

work

NS Minimum Grade Policy



Normal Progress Policy

NS degree requirements are 120-150 semester units

Must complete degree requirements within 9 semesters (not counting 
summer sessions)

Enrollment beyond 9 semesters requires a petition



Advising Services                           
at UC Merced

advising.ucmerced.edu

• Looking for advising services? 
Begin here! 

• Campus-wide events
• Academic Resources
• Student Plans for Success
• Centralized advising services

• Direct links to other 
advising units on campus



NS Advising Services 

Walk-ins and 
appointments 

Advising on 
our 5 majors 
and minors 

Short and 
long-term 
planning

Degree 
requirement 
clarification

Final 
approval for 
graduation 



NS 
Advising 
Syllabus

• Communicates shared responsibilities 
and important information regarding 
advising

• Consistent with the mission of UC Merced 
and the School of Natural Sciences



How to Get Assistance

• ns-advising.ucmerced.edu
• Utilize academic resources 

Step 1: Research  

• Prep Course options
• Identify concerns
• Major/minor options
• Make decisions about 

upcoming semester

Step 2: Personalize 
and Plan • Bring MyAudit and 

planning info
• Advisors help with 

course selection, not 
creating schedules

Step 3: Meet with 
an Advisor 



Pre-Health Advising

Guidance in 
becoming a 
competitive 

applicant

Introduction 
Workshop 
required 
before 

making an 
appointment

Course 
selection help

Assistance
throughout 
application 

process



Internet Resources

ns-advising.ucmerced.edu

Information on 
advising and 

academic resources

naturalsciences.ucmerced.edu

Information about 
the NS faculty

prehealth.ucmerced.edu

For pre-health 
information

facebook.com/NSAdvising
twitter.com/nsadvising

instagram.com/nsadvising

For updates and 
reminders



Road to Success 

Academic 
Planning 
Plan to 
succeed! 

Personal 
Growth 
Discover your 
strengths! 

Professional 
Development 
Apply 
yourself! 



Office of 
Student Life

Clubs & 
Organizations
Fraternities & 

Sororities
Student 

Government

Engineering 
Service Learning

Co-curricular 
Activities

Study Abroad
Natural Reserve 

System Field 
Quarter Program

Internships
Center for Career 
and Professional 

Advancement

Accelerated 
Pathways of Study

3 year Pathways 
for all Biological 

Science Emphasis 
tracks

Research Opportunities

Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Center

Blum Center

Personal Growth: 
Co-curricular  
Opportunities





CalTeach

Chelsea 
Arnold, 
Ph.D.

Program 
Director

Hijab 
Chaudhry

Program 
Administrat

ive 
Assistant

Leigh Ann 
Cull

CalTeach
Student 
Assistant

Jessica 
Teran

Salazar
CalTeach
Student 
Assistant



The initiative is 
designed to:

Support and 
prepare 

undergraduate 
students 

interested in 
teaching science 

and math Develop 
innovative ways 
to learn science 

and math 

Provide career 
development, 
advising, and 

support
Provide financial 
support (TEACH 

grant eligible 
program)

Office: SE1 Room 270
Website: 

calteach.ucmerced.edu



Natural 
Sciences 

Education 
Minor (NSED)

24 units
Provides the 

requirements for 
entering a 

teacher 
education 

program, post-
graduation

Open to all 
majors 

interested in 
teaching

Spend 60 hours 
working with 

students in local 
high schools

Financial 
Support for 

testing 
requirements to 

become a 
teacher 



Natural 
Science 

Education 
Minor with 

Teaching 
Credential 

(NSEC)

Graduate with 
BOTH a 

Bachelors 
degree and a 
Single Subject 

Teaching 
Credential! Spend a 

semester at UC 
Berkeley

Experience 
teaching at both 
rural and urban 

schools
26 units at UC 
Merced & 10 
units at UC 

Berkeley

Open to STEM 
majors



Calteach.ucmerced.edu



EXCEL! 
at UC Merced

excel.ucmerced.edu

• Great resource to enhance 
academic success

• Academic coaching
• Bilingual services/Spanish
• Tips on avoiding 

procrastination
• Time Management

Teri Sotelo-
Campos 

Excel! Student 
Support Specialist

Location: 
Academic Office 
Annex (AOA) 129 



NSUS 20 - Success in Natural Science: Excellence

Research and 
evaluate scientific 
articles, and learn 
presentation and 

poster 
preparation skills.

Practice academic 
and career 

professionalism.

Discuss 
undergraduate 

research 
experiences.

Receive extra help 
in math and 

science courses.



What do I do next?
Maintain Course 

Schedule

• Advisors cannot 
add or drop you 
from your courses

• Be aware of 
policies/deadlines

Register ON-TIME!

• Check registration 
appointment and 
be ready to add 
before the best 
times fill

• Run MyAudit to 
view degree 
requirements

Create a balanced 
schedule

• You know what 
you can handle, 
make sure your 
schedule does not 
overwhelm you



Transitioning into UC Merced
Community College University
Transition planning and timelines exist to clarify students' vision, 
identify programming choices and coordinate appropriate 
coursework options. 

Students make all coursework selections. 

The contact between teachers and students is closer and more 
frequent (five days/week).

Contact between professors and students is less frequent (one to 
three times/week in the classroom); other meetings need to be 
schedule/attend office hours.

Attendance is taken. Attendance policies at discretion of instructor. 

Teachers often take time to remind you of assignments and due 
dates. Make up work/test options are often available.

Professors expect you to read, save, and consult the course 
syllabus (outline); the syllabus spells out exactly what is expected 
of you, when it is due, and how you will be graded. Make up 
work/test are seldom an option; if they are, you need to request 
them.

Students are told what to do in most situations. Follow-up on 
instructions is often the rule.

Students are on their own, requiring self-discipline, organization 
and time management. No one will follow-up or check on them.



Balancing Your Schedule

It is a general rule 
that successful 

students should 
study 2-3 hours for 
every unit they are 

enrolled. For 
example, if you are 

enrolled in 15 
units, you need to 
be studying 30–45 
hours per week. 



Math Center  & STEM Center

The Math Center is a dedicated resource center 
for learning mathematics. 

Services:
-An inclusive learning environment
-Support for all undergraduate math courses
-Develop problem solving skills
-Receive assistance from graduate students, 
trained undergraduate students, and instructors.

Location: SSB 320
Website: mathcenter.ucmerced.edu

The STEM Resource Center offers friendly and 
experienced one-on-one tutoring! 

Services:
-Engage students in learning activities to enhance 
their academic knowledge and skills 
development
-Connect undergraduates with faculty and 
graduate students
-Provide research-related networking and 
internship opportunities

Location: Academic Office Annex (AOA) 114
Website: Stemresourcecenter.ucmerced.edu



Walk-In Hours

Erica
3:30 PM – 5:00PM 

Science and Engineering 
Building 1 (SE1) 270

Open Computer Labs:  
3:30 PM- 5:00 PM

Kolligian Library (KL) 208
Kolligian Library (KL) 202



Transfer Orientation Resources

http://ns-advising.ucmerced.edu/transfer-
orientation-resources

Find more information and resources 
available in the School of Natural Sciences:



Orientation Survey

http://tinyurl.com/ucm2017



Questions?
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